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Abstract 

Congress codified the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), 
to provide guidelines and requirements for preserving tangible elements of 
the nation’s past. This was done primarily through the creation of the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Through Sections 110 and 106 
of the NHPA, federal agencies are required to address their cultural re-
sources, which are defined as any prehistoric or historic district, site, 
building, structure, or object.  

This document contains all supporting documentation and photos for the 
nomination of the United States Merchant Marine Academy (USMMA) 
Historic District to the NRHP. The USMMA is the nation’s only federally-
owned educational facility for the advanced training of merchant mari-
ners. This work determined the USMMA Historic District has two periods 
of significance: 1912–1941 (Gold Coast Era) and 1942–1969 (USMMA De-
sign and Development). The 42-acre district consists of a contributing 
landscape and 38 contributing buildings, structures, and objects. The dis-
trict is historically significant on a national level under National Register 
Criterion A as a reminder of the “Golden Age” of the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. Criterion C is met through the design of the 
buildings that survive on the district’s grounds. The district was listed by 
the NRHP in August 2014 as #14000538. 

 

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this report are not to be used for advertising, publication, or promotional purposes. 
Citation of trade names does not constitute an official endorsement or approval of the use of such commercial products. 
All product names and trademarks cited are the property of their respective owners. The findings of this report are not to 
be construed as an official Department of the Army position unless so designated by other authorized documents. 

DESTROY THIS REPORT WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED. DO NOT RETURN IT TO THE ORIGINATOR. 
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1 Methodology  

1.1 Background 

Congress codified the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), 
the nation’s most effective cultural resources legislation to date, in order to 
provide guidelines and requirements for preserving tangible elements of 
our past. This was done primarily through the creation of the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Contained within the NHPA (Sections 
110 and 106) are requirements for federal agencies to address their 
cultural resources, which are defined as any prehistoric or historic district, 
site, building, structure, or object. Section 110 requires federal agencies to 
inventory and evaluate their cultural resources. Section 106 requires the 
determination of effect of federal undertakings on properties deemed 
eligible or potentially eligible for the NRHP.  

The United States Merchant Marine Academy (USMMA) Historic District 
(see Figure 1 for location and boundary) encompasses a group of buildings 
of various property types (administrative, academic, residential, religious, 
and athletic/recreational; see site map in Figure 2). The USMMA Historic 
District forms a defined space in which the individual elements are similar 
in materials, architectural details, and physical proportions, and that col-
lectively exhibit a unity of exterior design that creates a cohesive visual en-
vironment. The Classical Revival-style buildings of the academy were 
designed with an emphasis on balance and symmetry. This cohesion and 
repetition of architectural elements was a conscious decision on the part of 
Alfred Hopkins & Associates, who designed the buildings and gave the 
space a campus-like feeling. The centerpiece of the district is Wiley Hall, 
the former Bendel-Chrysler mansion designed by architect Henry Otis 
Chapman, Sr., which was located on the property when the government 
purchased it in 1942. The clockwise completion of residence halls and aca-
demic buildings around Wiley Hall created a quadrangle that became the 
heart of the new academy. The new buildings, all of which were completed 
between 1942 and 1943, were designed in a Classical Revival-inspired vo-
cabulary that echoed the Beaux Arts Classical Style of Wiley Hall, thus cre-
ating a unified architectural complex. The USMMA incorporated a series 
of preexisting Gold Coast-era mansions, houses, and support buildings to 
the south of the original Bendel/Chrysler estate. Their construction dates 
range from 1912 to the 1920s. A chapel, which was designed by Eggers & 
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Higgins, was added on the waterfront of the USMMA in 1961, and a library 
(also designed by Eggers & Higgins) was added to the center of campus in 
1969. 

As the former site of a mansion and estate belonging first to Henri W. 
Bendel and then to Walter P. and Della Chrysler, as well as the site of for-
mer estates belonging to other prominent wealthy Americans, the USMMA 
Historic District is nationally significant as a reminder of the “Golden Age” 
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This was a period 
when financial, industrial, and entertainment leaders were nationally 
known and recipients of vast amounts of wealth, either earned or inherit-
ed. In and around the New York City area, this affluent cohort sought the 
“country life” in Long Island for their second (or third, or fourth) homes. 
Like those of Newport, Rhode Island, these estates were often called “cot-
tages” or given other diminutive terms that belied their often-palatial di-
mensions and decorations. The owners of these estates were at the 
pinnacle of the New York social scene, and their entertainments and other 
extravagances during the “Jazz Age” were fodder to the news outlets of the 
time, with magazines and newspapers recounting every party, event, real 
estate transaction, new construction, and civic institution with which these 
“celebrities” were involved.  

The USMMA Historic District is also significant nationally as the nation’s 
only federally-owned educational facility for the advanced training of mer-
chant mariners, and is one of five federal service academies (others are: 
U.S. Military Academy, U.S. Naval Academy, U.S. Air Force Academy, and 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy). The merchant marine officers serve the U.S. 
merchant fleet including commercial and military transport. The USMMA 
was established in 1942 with the acquisition of the Walter P. Chrysler es-
tate at Kings Point, New York, followed quickly by adding other estates 
and grounds.  

With periods of significance from 1912–1941 (Gold Coast Era) and 1942–
1969 (USMMA Design and Development), the USMMA Historic District 
retains its integrity and meets, at a national level, National Register Crite-
ria A and C, and Criteria Consideration G. Criterion A is met through the 
association of the campus buildings with the historical trends of merchant 
marine training and the development of a professional merchant marine 
for the nation; Criterion A is also met for buildings associated with the de-
velopment of Kings Point as a summer resort for Manhattanites in the ear-
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ly twentieth century. Criterion C is met through the design of the campus 
buildings, both those remaining from the previous Gold Coast estates and 
those constructed specifically for the USMMA. Criteria Consideration G is 
met through the inclusion of one building that is less than 50 years old as 
an integral part of the historic district. 

The architectural resources included in the USMMA Historic District were 
constructed specifically for or were converted for use by USMMA during 
its initial establishment in 1942 and 1943. The converted resources were 
former Gold Coast estates which, although incorporated into the USMMA 
campus, retain their integrity and provide one of the few remaining spatial 
accounts of the extent and proximity of homes of the wealthy along Long 
Island’s North Shore. Collectively, the buildings within the USMMA His-
toric District represent the academic, administrative, and residential sup-
port provided to cadet-midshipmen during their ashore training at 
USMMA. The USMMA Historic District, consisting of 39 contributing re-
sources and 10 noncontributing resources, meets National Register Crite-
rion C as an excellent example of a significant concentration of buildings 
that are linked historically and that are physically and spatially interrelat-
ed. The centerpiece of the district is Wiley Hall, which was a preexisting 
mansion on the property when the government purchased it. The clock-
wise completion around Wiley Hall of Fulton, Bowditch, Barry, Jones, 
Cleveland, Rogers, Delano, Murphy, and Palmer Halls created a quadran-
gle that became the heart of the new academy. The new buildings, all of 
which were completed between 1942 and 1944, were designed in a classi-
cally inspired vocabulary that echoed the Beaux Arts classicism of Wiley 
Hall, thus creating a unified architectural complex. With the exception of 
Wiley Hall, which is masonry and stucco, all buildings are of buff-colored 
concrete masonry units with cast stone (concrete) accents, and the build-
ings display a generally consistent cornice line, which adds to the visual 
cohesiveness of the area. The Classical Revival-style buildings are designed 
with an emphasis on balance and symmetry. The choice of architectural 
style likely was influenced by the architecture of the Bendel-Chrysler 
house. This cohesion and repetition of architectural elements was a con-
scious decision on the part of the architects who designed the buildings, 
and it gives the space a campus-like feeling. 

1.2 Objective 

The objective of this work was to establish the boundaries and define all 
contributing features of the USMMA Historic District, with boundaries 
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shown in Figure 1. The contributing and noncontributing elements of the 
district are given in Table 1 and located by the sketch map in Figure 2. 

Figure 1. Location and boundary for the USMMA historic district (USGS). 
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Table 1. List of contributing and noncontributing features.  
Numbers in first column refer to site sketch map locations in Figure 2.  

Feature Type 
and Site Map 
Number 

Description of Feature Contributing or  
Noncontributing  
Status 

Site  (1 contributing) 

1 Topography, landscape, viewsheds, layout, and 
circulation 

Contributing 

Buildings  (30 contributing, 9 noncontributing) 

2 Quarters D (Grenwolde Casino) Contributing 

3 Quarters A (Neiley Estate – Main House) Contributing 

4 Quarters J (Neiley Estate – Garage) Contributing 

5 Melville Hall (Meighan Estate) Contributing 

6 Quarters K (Meighan Estate – Garage) Contributing 

7 Land Hall (Schenck Estate) Contributing 

8 Quarters B (a Grenwolde house) Contributing 

9 Quarters C (Vreeland house) Contributing 

10 Wiley Hall (Bendel/Chrysler Mansion) Contributing 

11 Palmer Hall Contributing 

12 Murphy Hall Contributing 

13 Cleveland Hall Contributing 

14 Rogers Hall Contributing 

15 Barry Hall Contributing 

16 Jones Hall Contributing 

17 Furuseth Hall Contributing 

18 Fulton Hall Contributing 

19 Bowditch Hall Contributing 

20 Berger Hall Noncontributing 

21 Gibbs Hall Noncontributing 

22 Fitch Building Contributing 

23 Quarters G Noncontributing 

24 Samuels Hall Contributing 

25 Coast Guard Station Noncontributing 

26 Yocum Sailing Center Noncontributing 
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Feature Type 
and Site Map 
Number 

Description of Feature Contributing or  
Noncontributing  
Status 

27 Delano Hall Contributing 

28 O’Hara Hall Contributing 

29 Natatorium Noncontributing 

30 Admissions Center Contributing 

31 Guard Shack Noncontributing 

32 Patten Medical Clinic Contributing 

33 U.S. Merchant Marine Memorial Chapel Contributing 

34 Boat House (Schenck Estate swimming pool) Noncontributing 

35 Crowninshield Pier and Boat House Contributing 

36 Men’s Shower Contributing 

37 Women’s Shower Contributing 

38 Paint Locker Contributing 

39 Sewer Pump House Noncontributing 

40 Bland Library Contributing 

Structures (4 contributing) 

41 Vickery Gate Contributing 

42 Marvin Place Gate Contributing 

43 Mallory Pier Contributing 

44 Eldridge Pool Contributing 

Objects (4 contributing, 1 noncontributing) 

 Flagpole Contributing 

 Amphitrite Pool Contributing 

 Gun (5-inch deck gun) Contributing 

 War Memorial Contributing 

 Mariner Monument Noncontributing 

 



ERDC/CERL TR-14-28  7 

Figure 2. Sketch map of USMMA Historic District Sketch map of USMMA historic 
district, with numbered properties from Table 1 located within bold outline of the 

district (map courtesy of USMMA DPW, with modifications by ERDC-CERL). 

 

1.3 Approach 

1.3.1 Previous reports 

The USMMA has performed three other architectural inventories and 
evaluations of buildings at the USMMA per Section 110 of the NHPA. In 
2005, the Louis Berger Group wrote Cultural Resources Survey Report, 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point, New York. The second 
report was a character-defining features report for the USMMA written by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Engineer Research Development 
Center-Construction and Engineering Research Laboratory (ERDC-CERL; 
Smith et al. 2014a). The ERDC-CERL report expanded the historic district 
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and its context that were contained in the Louis Berger report. While not a 
part of the USMMA Historic District, the William Barstow Mansion 
property on the USMMA grounds (now serving as the American Merchant 
Marine Academy Museum) was the subject of a third ERDC-CERL report 
which summarized the mansion property’s nomination and listing to the 
NRHP (Smith et al. 2014b). 

1.3.2 Current project 

ERDC-CERL was retained by USMMA to complete a Section 110 inventory 
and assessment of character-defining features of all buildings and 
structures within the USMMA Historic District. One of the outcomes was 
the nomination of an expanded USMMA Historic District to the NRHP. 
The listing was approved on 29 August 2014 as #14000538. 

1.3.3 Site visits 

The researchers conducted three site visits to inventory and assess 
buildings and structures at the USMMA. The site visits occurred in 
December 2012, January 2013, and April 2013.  

1.3.4 Submission to NRHP 

The nomination of the USMMA Historic District was submitted to the 
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in July 2014 and 
approved as listing #14000538 on 29 August 2014. Details of the 
submission along with the complete nomination form are in Chapter 2 of 
this report. 

1.4 Researchers 

This project was conducted by researchers at ERDC-CERL in Champaign, 
Illinois. The researchers were Adam Smith (M.Arch), with 15 years 
experience in military architectural history; Susan Enscore (PhD.), with 
over 20 years experience in military history; and Megan Weaver Tooker 
(MLA), with 15 years experience as a historic landscape architect. 
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2 National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

The following 138 pages reproduce the NPS Form 10-990-a that was sub-
mitted by The United States Maritime Administration Federal Preserva-
tion Office to the New York State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for 
concurrence in March 2014 and to the Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places in July 2014. Formal acceptance by the NRHP came on 29 
August 2014 as listing #14000538. 

The 42-acre USMMA Historic District is significant under Criterion A for 
its development to support the war effort at the early part of World War II 
and as a training academy for merchant mariners. For Criterion C, the 
USMMA Historic District is significant for the master planning and design 
of the academy in 1942 by Alfred Hopkins & Associates, the design of the 
Bendel-Chrysler mansion by Henry Otis Chapman, and the design of sev-
eral of the houses in the Grenwolde development by Caretto & Forster. In 
addition, the chapel constructed in 1962 and the library constructed in 
1969 were both designed by nationally-known campus architects, Eggers & 
Higgins.  

The historic district’s boundary includes the buildings, structures, and ob-
jects that have historically been part of the USMMA from its inception and 
the preexisting buildings that were retained through the development of 
its master plan in 1942. The portions of the academy northeast of Steam-
boat Road (primarily athletic fields) have not retained their integrity and 
are not included as part of the historic district. The McNulty Campus (Wil-
liam S. Barstow Estate) north of Steamboat Road is also not part of the 
historic district boundary.* 

Descriptions of contributing and noncontributing resources to the district 
(along with numerous photographs) are contained in the nomination form 
that follows. The resources are keyed to a sketch map of the proposed dis-
trict (Section 7, page 12 of the nomination form that follows; page 29 of 
this overall document). 

                                                                 

* The McNulty Campus (William S. Barstow Estate) was nominated separately and approved as National 
Register listing #14000539, which is documented by ERDC/CERL TR-14-29 (Smith et al. 2014b). 
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